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Since the trade of coopering declined a century ago, procuring the necessary hand tools is

becoming increasingly difficult. The solution is to make your own tools. Many think that tool making

is a specialty far out of reach, but this is not true. A moderately skilled craftsman can make any

hand tool. How to Make Coopering Tools describes seventeen specialized tools needed by the

hand tool cooper of today. The process of making each tool is divided into easy to follow steps, and

supplemented by photographs and detailed plans. This is the first and only work of its kind.
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David Salvetti began hand tool coopering following a visit to a living history museum. After years of

making coopered items, he decided to record the specific technical aspects to make the learning

process less difficult for beginners. This resulted in his first book, The Cooperâ€™s Apprentice. In

the course of his hand tool coopering, he had to make many of the specialized tools needed, due to

their lack of availability. Having developed the methods and measurements, he chose to document

them in How to Make Coopering Tools. He demonstrates his trade at living history museums,

historical associations and agricultural fairs.
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